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hose of you who regularly visic
Auckland’s Tamaki Drive will, no
doubt, have noticed this iconic 1967
Citroén H Van parked up at Okahu

Bay. Not only does this magnificently

restored vehicle serve up the best
organic Kokako coffee to go but it also always has a
tantalizing assortment of fresh muffins on offer and,
during the summer months, several flavours of Kapiti
ice cream for those wanting more than just their usual
morning caffeine fix,

It’s all a labour of love, and the Citroén, aptly named
‘René’ — French for ‘born again” — by the owner’s
wife, is 2 magnificent sight and attracts plenty of
attention from passers-by. With this in mind, we

couldn’ resist the urge to take a drive and check out

René and its crearor, John Martin, aka Tinman.

Caffé crema

John Martin’s passion for classic cars began when
he was 18 years old and decided to go rallying in a
Mk]1 Escort. John built the car himself, including
the engine, and, like most of us in our younger days,
blew most of his money on his car while competing
in rallies around the North Island, both locally and
nationally organized events.

After about four years of local rallying, John headed
off for his OE and, while in England, secured a job
at the home of British motor sport — Silverstone —
working for a factory-backed race team owned by
Andy Dawson.

Andy achieved renown during the '70s and '80s
as a World Rally Championship driver and also
competed in New Zealand. During the late 80s
and '90s, he began to lean more towards circuit
racing and, in 1987, bought a formula Ford that he
transformed into a front-running car. From there,
he moved on to Formula 3, and his team, Dawson
Auto Developments (DAD), entered the 1988 British
Formula 3 championship with a Ralt RT30. DAD
ran Portuguese driver Antonio Simoes in the British
Formula 3 Championship in 1989 and enjoyed
further success in the same series in 1990.

John worked for Andy Dawson’s team for about
eight months then, with some money in his
back pocket, headed off to explore Europe — an
experience that included helping to sail a catamaran
from Holland down the coast to England. Alas, all
good things must come to an end, as they say, and,
in 1990, the time came for John to return to New
Zealand.

After a couple of years back home, John was in



sition to buy a Sunbeam Alpine — a car that
kept for a while — but he yearned for a project,
mething special, something unique, and —
~opefully — something that might even generate an

scome. This got him thinking,

Café au lait
It actually didn’t take John long ro join the dots
and come up with an idea. He liked coftee, he

-njoved restoring things — he’d previously restored

: villa— and he loved classic cars. John had also
corked for a local ice-cream manufacrurer for a few
cars and learnt a lot about mobile vendors and whart

r takes to be successful at that type of game. Bearing

all that in mind, his final decision could be seen as a
bir of a no-brainer!

John had developed a taste for Kokako coffee and,
after concluding that there had to be a better way to
offer coffee, he got talking to Mike Murphy, owner
of Kokako Roastery in Grey Lynn, about converting
an American postal van into a mobile coffee van.
Mike suggested that John should look for something
unique and suggested chat he try to find a Citroén H

Van. Not knowing all that much about these vans,

John did know thar the vehicle he wanted had to be

interesting, eye-catching, and different. He turned
his attention to the interner and, after looking at a

few examples, knew he’d found the perfect vehicle

This one-owner Citroén had originally been
used by a carpenter located in arguably the most
irresistible part of France, Provence
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for his project; thus rch began in earne

For those unfamiliar with these Gallic vehicles,
they are utility vans that were desi )
sold across France and Europe for 34
500,000 of them were produced, but only a handful
ever made it to N

John’; 'ch found him checking out a few
European traders before finally talking to an ex-pat
Englishman living in Europe who dealt in spare
parts and vans. Although he had nothing of interest

to offer John, he was willing to check out an H Van
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in Holland thar had only 68,000 kilometres on the
clock. This one-owner Citroén was originally used by
a carpenter located in arguably the most irresistible
part of France, Provence — a region that ranges from
rhC ‘i[‘l()\V—CJpPCd n'l[]llnr'{lins ()r[h& S(’)llrht‘ AIP\ o
the delta plains of the Camargue and boasts Europe’s
greatest canyon, the Gorges du Verdon.

John surmised that, after serving its owner for
about 25 years, the trusty H Van had been retired
e duty and left neglected in a paddock for

) or so years before being rediscovered.




“less, he knew that this was the vehicle for him
st seoceeded to have it shipped to New Zealand.
= == arrival on our shores in June last year, John found,
sisingly, that the H Van was in a sorry stare, to say

e vears in retirement had taken their toll on

| carpenter’s former delivery van — evident

ny signs of rust and a seized motor.

niererred by the mammoth task ahead, John

sceeded to strip the van apart — but, the further he
= = more rust he discovered.
%= plan was to raise the roof of the van, utilizing

w= panels John had imported and for him o do

s 6. but, once the van was fully stripped out, John
w2 24 someone with more advanced metal-fabrication
&= than he possessed would need ro rake over the
“iz-blasting specialist JetBlast recommended Tony
=ns and Workshop Manager Greg Wells ar Custom

=3 shapers as the ideal team to take on the project.

»= wasted no time in contacting Tony, and, before

¢ team at Custom Metalshapers was making
s progress in restoring the Citroén.
“er the first week, John, still keen to stay involved

= restoration, was able to camp out in the Custom

zIshapers workshop and help out whenever possible.
== is eternally grateful for chat — he reckons he owes
“oov and Greg a lifetime’s coffee, as he went well beyond
== call of duty!
~c= the roof section was removed from the van, the

: rask was to atrend to the rust, which, unfortunately,

wat worked its way into pretty much every nook and
=znnv of the body. JetBlast attended to the roof, doors,
2= ocher various items by sandblasting them back to
.= metal, while the team at Autoblast prepared and
s-primed the cab, side panels, and entire underside of

Tony was able to fabricate many of the new panels
=quired as well as import and fit new repair panels for
~e reconstruction, During the months of work, John
- scovered a 1968 French franc lodged in the door and

sldn’t help bur imagine it ratcling around the quaint
wzds of Provence for decades before making the trip to
l=w Zealand.

le the body was being rebuilt, David Jones from

11
uto France was working away on the van’s entire
:b-frame assembly, including the engine, gearbox,
seering, and front suspension.

nce the bodywork was completed, it was
ransported to Fleetline Spraypainters — situated next
Auro France in Wiri, South Auckland — for a final
saint finish. Once again, John was permitted to help
ur, and he spent many hours toiling away, preparing
wanels for paint wich a bucket of soapy water and

sandpaper.

John had been fortunate enough to find a panel inside
the van that still bore the original paint colour — Gris
French for ‘grey’) Metallic — which John Massey from
Otbury Refinish Solutions matched perfectly. Sikkens
paint was specified and supplied to Fleetline Spraypainters
for application to the body. The van also retains the
circular aluminium dise with the AC109 colour code.

John would like to extend a big thanks to his key supporters and suppliers for
the restoration: Terry Pilcher, his father-in-law, for the use of his workshap in
Kaiaua and help with the strip-out; Tony Katterns and Greg Wells at Custom
Metalshapers for the bodywork mods and restoration, and David and Linda Jones
at Auto France — David and Tony let John work on the van at their premises to
help manage the cost and both went beyond the call of duty (although he did
bribe them with Kapiti ice cream!); Mike and Kevin at Fleetline Spraypainters,
Manukau — Mike’s team prepped the van, with help — and ice cream, of
course — from John, and Mike, the foreperson, sprayed it himself; John at Otbury
Refinish Solutions, who matched the original van colour from a small panel the
sun hadn't got to, and the Sikkens paint looks awesome; Cam Coldicutt from
Cabinetree, who built the cabinets, shelves, signs, ete. — super helpful, and he
also does a great job of fitting out ‘man caves'; Jonathan Templeman at Design
Dairy, who handled graphic-design duties, including the hand-drawn Tinman font
and ‘Mr Funnel Head' logo; Mike Murphy from Kokako Fairtrade Organic Coffee
Roastery — coffee guru, DS Citroén fan, and massive supporter of the whole
project, who continues to offer support.

The 1968 coin that flew out of the back door at Tony's was a coal find, and John
reckons it must have fallen into a slot in the door nearly 50 years ago.

John also has the original French carte grise — 'grey card’ — ownership papers
for the van and the original keys, complete with Michelin Man key ring.
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Meanwhile, next door at Auro France, the van’s
1628cc four-cylinder engine was being completely
rebuilt to original specifications. As luck would have
it, David Jones knows a slightly eccentric Citroén
wrecker in Hamilton who had worked on classic
Citroéns for many years and just happened to have
a set of new—old-stock pistons, liners, gudgeon pins,
and rings, still wrapped in the original wax paper,
that were perfect for John's particular model of H
Van. More importantly, the wrecker was willing to
part with these rare items.

The van’s three-speed manual gearbox also received
some attention with new outer bearings, as John
decided it didn’t need a toral rebuild.

New reproduction shock absorbers were fitted all
round, and John managed to find a new—old-stock
steering rack and driveshafts. New reproduction
brake hoses were fitted, along with stainless-steel
brake lines and relined brake shoes.

Throughout the mechanical rebuild, David
allowed John to help as much as possible, with
John effectively becoming David’s new part-time
apprentice, being guided by David with his 30-plus

years of Citroén experience.

Café complet

The next stage of the process was to tackle the
interior fitout. John chose to restore the front of the
van to its original state bur designed the concept for
the rear portion. The specially designed cabinetry was
built by Cam Coldicutt at Cabinetree, and John fitted
it himself. The roof was fully insulated to prevent
the inside of the van turning into a sauna during the
summer months, and LED lights were fitced.

The finishing touch — and probably the most
important, as it would enable John to serve the finest
organic Kokako coffee to his customers — was a stare-
of-the-art, high-end La Marzocco espresso machine.

In June this year — less than a year after the Citroén
H Van arrived in New Zealand — the first customer
was being served, testament to John'’s vision and

commitment to creating mmr[hiug very spcci;ll. [ ]
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1967 CITROEN H VAN (HY72)

ENGINE Four-cylinder, in-line
CAPACITY 1628cc
BORE/STROKE ~ 72x100mm
VALVES Overhead; aluminium head with
hemispherical combustion chambers
MAX. POWER 43.25kW at 4500rpm o
FUEL SYSTEM Petrol, mechanical pump
TRANSMISSION

SUSPENSION F/R

Three-speed manual, front-wheel driu r e
Torsion bars; four shock absorbersgdig

twa shock absorbers
STEERING Rack-and-pinion
BRAKES F/R 12-inch finned drum
DIMENSIONS:
OVERALL LENGTH  4260mm
WIDTH 1990mm
HEIGHT 2370mm You can find out mare about

7 Tinman by heading online

WHEELBASE 2500mm (L) / 2536mm and visiling his website,
TRACKF/R 1610mm/1650mm thetinman.co.nz; his Facehook
KERB WEIGHT 1400kg page, ‘The Tinman Van'; or his
== = Instagram, @thetinmanvan.
PERFORMANCE: The Tinman Van is available for
TOP SPEED 78kph " corporate functions, events,

and weddings.




